
 

Jury Report 
Cinekid Best International Live-Action Short 

 
 The Cinekid Best International Short Film Competition is intended to introduce children to 
stories from as many countries as possible. All short films for children and youth produced in 
2020/2021 are eligible for this competition. The goal of the competition is to represent as many 
cultures as possible and highlight extraordinary artistic achievements in filmmaking techniques 
and storytelling. 
 
This year 25 animated shorts and 17 live-action short films were selected in the two 
competitions for animation and live action. The selected films were shown in compilations at 
our festival or as preludes before a feature film screening. An international jury of children’s 
film experts, comprising of Martina Matzkin, Ignas Meilunas and Chipo Zhou, watched all titles 
and nominated three films per competition before deciding on the winner of the Cinekid Lion 
Jury Award, which was awarded to the director of the winning film. 
 
This year the professional jury nominated the following films in the category Best International 
Live-Action Short: 
 
THE BEST ORCHESTRA IN THE WORLD by Henning Backhaus (WINNER) 
This winner was an easy decision for the jury. The film is brave and unexpected in its execution 
of the topic and a risky and original choice that is very well done. The absurdist comedy makes 
the topic accessible for anyone watching it. This film was nothing like we had seen before and 
stayed in our minds for a while after watching it. Additionally, the cinematography and use of 
puppets gives a nice contrast in combination with well-done editing and good comedic pacing. 
  
SHOWER BOYS by Christian Zetterberg 
The jury found the topic of this film very compelling; it is a subject not many people (especially 
parents) want to speak about but is very necessary. The one act structure makes the film feel 
easy to watch, and it is able to get its message across very precise and quick, which is in essence 
what a short film should be. This film deals with the deconstruction and ideas of masculinity, 
from a very strong children’s perspective. We were also pleasantly surprised with how calm and 
drama-free the film is able to stay. 
  
HEADING SOUTH by Yuan Yuan 
For this film, the cinematography and setting stood out to the jury. The vast landscapes are eye-
catching and are able to convey a feeling of freedom very well. This film is very real and natural, 
and makes it relatable for the audience. Through the theme of family it is able to transcend the 
screen and reach the audience with its rawness. 


